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TEACHERS-IN-TRAINING

WELCOME TO OUR

MADI HORNER
with Mr. Checco at Fink & Kunkel

BENTLEY BARTELL
with Ms. Smith at Kunkel

SARAH GERBIG 
with Mrs. Klase at Reid

CORINNA DIENNER
with Ms. Imler at Fink

GABRIELLA BARONE
with Mrs. Reiber at Fink

ASHLEY JUDD
with Ms. Clinkscale at Fink

OLIVIA HITZ
with Mrs. Fetter at Kunkel



Fink Elementary held their Laps for Learning event at 
War Memorial Field on a beautiful fall morning. 
Students and Staff walked around the track to raise 
money for their field trips. 

Laps For Learning

Amount Raised… 

$824!
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NEW

ELA Curriculum

A"er pilo*ng several literacy programs during the 
2022-23 school year, MASD has adopted Amplify CKLA, 
a new reading program that directly aligns to our 
mission and vision. We are commiFed to providing a 
personalized, high-quality learning experience for all 
students where they are building the skills to read, 
write, communicate, and problem solve with clarity. 
  
CKLA introduces a wide range of content, including 
themes and topics such as history, science, literature, 
culture, and the arts. A"er just one month of using 
CKLA, students and teachers are already excited about 
the engaging ac*vi*es and the effec*veness of the 
program. 

Our youngest learners just finished their unit on 
Nursery Rhymes and Fables. The Kindergartners 
memorized several nursery rhymes while learning 
vocabulary words like boas*ng, favor, frightened, 
nimble, wool, gnawing, and reflec*on. Their unit 
culminated in fun ac*vi*es where they had to be 
nimble like Jack and race like the Tortoise and the 
Hare. They also built a safe and secure walls for 
Humpty Dumpty to sit on so all the King’s horses and 
all the King’s men would no longer need to be no*fied.



“My students are really engaged in the read-
alouds, have been thriving in answering 
comprehension questions using text evidence, 
and each wrote an amazing opinion piece. My 
class loves our new curriculum!” 

~  Mrs. Trafecanty, 3rd Grade Teacher

“My second graders loved Fairytales 
and Talltales and so did I! I’m still 
talking about John Henry and Casey 
Jones to people I know! I forgot how 
cool they were!” 

~ Mrs. D’Amour, 2nd grade Teacher

The hare takes a break…while the tortoise crosses the finish line!"

Humpty Dumpty gets a secure wall.

Jill fills her pail.



Have you heard the buzz about the new 
a"er-school club called Crazy 8s? It was launched 
in the MASD elementary schools in the Spring of 
2023 and it has our students talkin’! 

Crazy 8s is the largest recrea*onal a"er-school 
math club for elementary-aged kids in the U.S. Its 
mission is to enable kids to enjoy math as much 
as (or more than!) they would enjoy sports, 
music, and all other extracurricular recrea*on. 

Crazy 8s follows a simple rule: While most efforts 
out there take math and try to “make it fun,” 
Crazy 8s does the reverse: it finds things kids 
already find fun, then unearth the math in it. 
Research has shown that it is helping kids 
overcome their anxiety around math and 
building their confidence. 

Crazy 8s Clubs meet weekly a"er school at each 
elementary school for an 8-week period. 
Par*cipants of all skill levels are recommended 
for the club by their classroom teachers. The 
District is excited about this new craze that has 
our students enthusias*c about math!



This & That

When there is a two-hour delay, 
school will begin two hours later 
than the normal start time and 

busses will arrive at bus stops two 
hours later than their normal 

arrival times. Breakfast WILL NOT 
be served. School will dismiss at 

normal dismissal times.

VIRTUAL LEARNING DAYS 
Middle and High School will begin 
virtual learning at 9:30 a.m. and 

end at 2:30 p.m. 

Elementary Schools will begin 
virtual learning at 10:00 a.m. and 

end at 3:00 p.m. 

When the District communicates a 
DELAY and then needs to pivot to 
a VIRTUAL DAY, students will need 

to be ready, regardless of the 
length of the Delay, to start their 
Virtual Day at the scheduled time.

OUTDOOR RECESS 
Recess will be held outside 
whenever possible. During 

colder weather, students should 
be prepared to play outside for 
short periods of time. Gloves, 
hats, and hoods are strongly 

recommended. A student with 
a minor cold may remain 
inside one day with a note 

from home. A doctor’s note is 
required to exclude a student 
from recess for an extended 

period of time.

KINDERGARTEN PARENTS 
IMMUNIZATIONS: Please return 
completed immunization records, and 
physical and dental examination 
forms. Physical examinations will be 
conducted this fall by the District 
physician. These exams are for 
students who have not returned 
documentation of a private physical 
examination. This is a state-required 
exam for all students entering school 
for the first time. 

KINDERGARTEN PHYSICALS: 
Kunkel - October 17, 2023 
Reid - October 24, 2023 
Fink’s physicals were held in September prior 
to the release of this publication.





REPORT YOUR STUDENT’S ABSENCE IN THE MORNING 
If your child is staying home from school, please email your school office on the morning of the 
absence providing the reason for the absence. Sending an email will… 

• serve as your written excuse note. 

• prevent a note from getting lost between home and school. 

• prevent you from receiving a phone call informing you your child is absent. 
 
If an excuse note or email is not received within three (3) days, the absence will be marked illegal 
and unexcused. A doctor’s note is required for extended absences or may be requested at the 
discretion of the building principal.  

APPOINTMENTS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 
If a student needs to be excused from school for part of the day for an appointment, a note or 
email from a parent/guardian must be submitted to the office for prior approval. See the office 
emails on the first page of this document. When you arrive to pick up or return your child, please 
park in a visitor parking spot, not in a fire lane or bus lane. Parents must sign their child in/out at 
the office. Be prepared to show your ID. This will avoid any chance that your child is picked up by 
an unauthorized person. A doctor/dentist excuse/note or appointment card may be requested but is 
not required.   

A CHANGE IN YOUR STUDENT’S AFTERNOON TRANSPORTATION 
If there is a change in your child’s afternoon transportation, you must notify the office by note or 

email BEFORE 2PM (see office emails on the first page of this document). When a child is going 
home with another student, they are not permitted to ride a bus to which they are not assigned. 
Parents of all students involved must send a note or email to the office in advance so the school 
staff is ensured that both the sending and receiving parents are aware of the change. 

WHAT IF I HAVE A CHANGE IN MY PHONE/EMAIL/ADDRESS/CUSTODY DURING THE 
SCHOOL YEAR? 
• All contact and demographic information such as phone numbers, email addresses and mailing 

address, can now be updated directly in your PowerSchool Parent Portal. Remember to also 
update the SchoolMessenger section so our notifications reach you. You no longer need to 
contact your school office to provide this information. 

• If you move to a new address in the District, enter it in the Portal and you will be instructed to 
upload a primary proof of residency. 

• If you have a new custody order, please submit a copy to your school office.

COMMUICATION IS KEY





Communications regarding District news and announcements, emergency 
alerts, school closings, delayed starts, and early dismissals are distributed in 
each of the following ways:

RAIDERWEB.ORG 
For emergencies and closings, a pop-up alert will be posted on our website preventing 
users from accessing the website until the alert is viewed. Here is an example: 

FACEBOOK 
Middletown Area School District 

X (TWITTER) 
Middletown Area SD 

RECEIVE A CALL, TEXT AND EMAIL BY SETTING UP SCHOOLMESSENGER IN YOUR PARENT PORTAL 

Be sure to complete both of those steps FOR EACH STUDENT. 

While you’re there, 
be sure you have 
completed your 
FORMS section.

COMMUNICATE
HOW 

WE WITH 
YOU



WHY AM I NOT RECEIVING SCHOOL NOTIFICATIONS? 
There are several possible reasons why you aren’t receiving our communications: 
1. Your SchoolMessenger section in your PowerSchool Parent Portal has not been completed (see red arrows above). 
2. There is an error in the information you entered in SchoolMessenger such as a mistyped email or phone number.  
3. You did not select all three types of notifications: call, text, and email. 
4. Your contact information changed and you updated it in PowerSchool, but you did NOT update it in 

SchoolMessenger. 
5. Our emails are going to your junk folder. You will need to mark our emails “not junk.” 
6. Someone at your account clicked “unsubscribe” at the bottom of one of our emails so your email address is now 

on our “Blocked List.” 

If you have addressed all of the above issues and still aren’t receiving our messages, 
please contact communications@raiderweb.org for assistance.  

WHAT IF I HAVE A CHANGE IN MY PHONE/EMAIL/ADDRESS/CUSTODY INFORMATION? 
• All contact and demographic information such as phone numbers, email addresses 

and mailing address, can be updated directly in your PowerSchool Parent Portal. 
Remember to also update the SchoolMessenger section so our notifications reach 
you. You no longer need to contact your school office to provide this information. 

• If you move to a new address in the District, enter it in the Portal and you will be 
instructed to upload a primary proof of residency. 

• If you have a new custody order, please submit a copy to your school office.

mailto:communications@raiderweb.org


Middletown Area School District is con*nually working on providing safe and produc*ve educa*onal 
environments for students and staff. In addi*on to several recent building security enhancements, the 
MASD Board of School Directors has approved the hiring of three armed personnel to monitor our 
schools. In the coming days, three School Safety & Security Specialists will join Mr. Randy Fox, the 
District’s Safety, Security & Student Support Administrator, to provide an addi*onal layer of protec*on 
for our students, staff, and visitors. The School Safety & Security Specialists will assist in providing, 
maintaining, and enforcing a safe and secure environment by building rela*onships with students, staff, 
and the community. 
  
The District will be introducing Jus*n Edwards, Greg Stone, and Donna O’Connell to Raider Na*on on 
raiderweb.org in the coming weeks. Please welcome them to our community as they work together with 
our staff to provide safe and posi*ve learning environments.

FINK    OCT 10-13 

KUNKEL & REID    OCT 16-19



OCT 9 

OCT 10-13 

OCT 12 

OCT 13 

OCT 16-19 

OCT 17 

OCT 16-19 

OCT 18   

OCT 20 

OCT 21 

OCT 23 

OCT 25 

OCT 27  

NOV 6 

NOV 7 

NOV 9 

NOV 16 

NOV 22-27 

NOV 30 

DEC 25 - JAN 1

MASD CLOSED, Columbus Day 

Fink Fall Book Fair Week 

Fink Fall Family Book Fair Night, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Kunkel Bingo Night, 7:00 p.m. - Open to ALL MASD Families 

Kunkel Fall Book Fair Week 

Kunkel Fall Family Book Fair Night, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

Reid Fall Book Fair Week 

Reid Fall Into Learning & Fall Family Book Fair Night, 5-7:00 p.m. 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS, Staff Development Day 

Reid Fall Fest, 1-5:00 p.m. 

English Language Learners Back-to-School Night, 

6-7:30 p.m. at Fink 

Fink Book Bingo, 6-7:30 p.m. 

Fink Fall Fest & Costume Day 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR ELEMENTARY, Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Fink & Reid - 11:25 a.m.; Kunkel - 11:55 a.m. 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS, Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Harlem Wizards Game, 6:00 p.m. at MAHS 

Elementary Band Turkey Toot, 7-8:00 p.m. at MAHS 

NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Recess 

End of 1st Trimester Marking Period 

NO SCHOOL - Winter Recess

SCHOOL CALENDAR

Print and post this page!

PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Parent Advisory Committees (PAC) 
meet regularly to provide an 

open forum for parents to give 
input and feedback to school 

Administrators for the purpose of 
improving the success of the 

school. Please watch for 
communications from your 

student’s school for scheduled 
meeting dates. 

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs or employment 
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. The following persons are responsible for coordination of the District’s efforts to meet its obligations with 
regard to non-discrimination: Section 504 Coordinator - Mrs. Felicia Rodrigo, Assistant Director of Special Education; Americans with Disabilities Act 
Coordinator - Mrs. Tianna Carter, Director of Human Resources; Title VI and Title IX Coordinator - Dr. Chelton L. Hunter, Superintendent of Schools.

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
One way for a partnership to be 
built between school and home is 
parent’s participation in Parent 

Teacher Conferences. Attending your 
student’s conferences lets your 

student know that you value their 
education. Teachers will contact 

parents to schedule their 
conferences. 

Monday, November 6 - AFTERNOON 
Tuesday, November 7 - ALL DAY


